
Superintendent’s Update
Wednesday, April 28, 2021

Today was the 132nd day of the 2020-21 school year. We have 38 school days left this year.  The 170th and
final day of the school year will be a half-day on Monday, June 21.  This year we had one “regular snow day”
on December 17 that needs to be made up, and one “remote learning snow day” on February 2 where students
stayed home but learning was conducted remotely. Therefore, the February 2 “remote learning snow day”
officially “counts” as one of the district’s required 170 days.

I wanted to take a moment to recognize some of the most loyal, dedicated, and valuable employees in the
Dedham Public Schools.  And by that I mean our school and central office administrative
professionals/assistants/secretaries.

Awkwardly, National Administrative Professionals Week/Day (the last full week in April) typically falls within
the April school vacation week in Massachusetts. For the 2020-21 school year, this date was Wednesday, April
21.  This timing tends to have many of us on vacation during what should be an opportunity to praise their
work.  The contributions of our administrative professionals, assistants and school secretaries are far too
numerous to mention.  We all know who really runs the schools, departments, and offices occupied by various
administrators around the district.  It is the person who provides the first cheerful voice to an anxious parent, the
person who soothes an upset child, and the person who dispenses more psychological wisdom on an average
day than most professional psychologists.  Able to juggle more tasks and avert more catastrophes than one
could ever imagine, the School Committee and I want to take just a few minutes to extend our appreciation for
your tireless, critical contributions to our district. You are the glue that holds all of us together. Thank you for
everything you do.

On Monday this week we welcomed back all Gr. 6-8 students to full time, in person learning. I want to thank all
of our custodians and food service workers for their extra efforts to accommodate the social distancing
requirements necessary to configure our middle school for lunches with 6 feet of physical distance between all
students.  This required the addition of 80 desks in the cafeteria and another 140 desks to cover the entire gym
in order to accommodate the 210+ eighth graders who need to eat lunch at the same time.  These desks were
reclaimed from storage in the basement of Dedham High School and cleaned/refurbished to be installed at
Dedham Middle School.  See the attached picture for a vision of what lunch looks like...this is Grade 7 lunch on
Monday, 4/26:



The high school is continuing to work on the logistics to bring back all students with a target date of Monday,
May 3.  Yesterday, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education announced a mandatory return date
of May 17 for all high school students.  Current DHS student/parent preferences are listed below:

There is a LOT of changing guidance and information regarding high schools and end of year activities.
Yesterday there was Updated guidance from Governor Baker.  Last night I sent out a DPS District Update
to all parents, and DHS also sent DHS Information to seniors on Tuesday, 4-27-21, and to all DHS students
on 4-27-21.

At their Wednesday, April 14 meeting, the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) voted to
approve Dedham’s application to replace/renovate the 120 year old Oakdale Elementary School and invite
Dedham into the state’s school building grant program! This process started well over a year ago with a 20+
page application to the MSBA.  Oakdale was one of only 15 school projects selected by the MSBA this year
from over 70 applications statewide.  This initial selection starts a series of phases that will hopefully culminate
in a new elementary school for Dedham.  The process will likely take six years to complete, but this first step is
the key requirement to start this sequence in motion. It is a huge victory for Dedham, and a validation of the
School Committee’s long range facility planning process.

All Dedham Public School PTOs are co-sponsoring and funding a virtual community screening of the
documentary “SCREENAGERS: Uncovering Skills for Stress Resilience,” on Wednesday May 12, 2021, at
7:00 PM. The film is about an hour long followed immediately by a Q&A Session with Dr. Don Langenhorst,
DPS Director of Technology, Dr. Ashley Dube, DPS Director of Counseling Services and Dr. Melissa Perrow,
Dedham School Committee member.  Participants must register in advance.  Click here for more information
and to register online.

On Monday, May 3 the Town of Dedham, the Select Board, and the Human Rights Commission (HRC) will be
co-hosting “Courageous Conversations About Race in Dedham”, a community event about race and

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sfikw_pdxfqrl2A7xIPgwiwNsXzLcLSg/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13JEWYdSqf7n0RmBOTU6WVhThyRSj5r_9s6VulF5vefk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11KY7E3_e0dNLPgQCr_gPr_SRsxVL8YN4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12SImZgB-C4Jz8n4zTZSISeJDznf3gjfX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12SImZgB-C4Jz8n4zTZSISeJDznf3gjfX/view?usp=sharing
https://www.massschoolbuildings.org/
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/about-screenagers-next-chapter
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kU0NqZUbvk8-8R0GrMwRSiFDQ1cb1oBWk-28jbo00KA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.bigmarker.com/starhousemedia/Dedham-Public-Schools-PTOs
https://www.dedham-ma.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/5484/17


ethnicity. This virtual event will begin at 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome to participate!  If interested, please register
using this link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEocuyqrTgpGtyOK0PrGZ2pKf_VQLmwS6Bk. To review
the event program, please visit the event listing on the Town Calendar.  The deadline to register for this event is
4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 3.  I will be hosting a breakout session and welcome you to join us!

Yesterday I was invited to a meeting with Planning Board Chair John Bethoney, members of the Dedham
Conservation Commission, and Town Planner Jeremy Rosenberger regarding a PRD (planned residential
development) that is under consideration on land adjacent to the Thomas J. Curran Early Childhood Center.
There is a possibility that some land may be donated to the Town of Dedham.  This may allow for a possible
collaboration whereby there could be access for ECEC students and residents to this property through the ECEC
site.  I indicated in general we were supportive of this concept (with a host of stipulations), and the district
would be willing to provide a letter of support for this idea.

On the Friday afternoon before the April vacation break (April 16) I received an email from the MIAA that the
MA Department of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) changed their March 22, 2021 EEA guidelines to
include an update to the high risk sports/level of play section.  Specifically, the EEA guidelines (pages 3-4)
were changed to say that if feasible, conduct Level 2 and 3 wrestling activities outdoors, but wrestling may be
conducted indoors.  This was a bit of a surprise and we were informed by the MIAA that the next steps in the
MIAA modifications/approval process will take place following the vacation week (this week) with information
disseminated to membership as it is readily available.

As SC members are likely aware, wrestling is a winter season sport and was not approved for competition this
winter.  Similarly, restrictions on indoor track prevented Dedham from having an indoor track season this past
season.  Given this late breaking news, I met with DHS Principal Jim Forrest this week and he will be working
with Athletic Director Steve Traister to develop opportunities for interested DHS students to participate in
wrestling during this modified spring season window. I will keep the Committee updated as this develops.

Each year DPS submits a summary report of activities in the schools to be included into the 2019-20 Annual
Town Report. A copy of the report is available through the posted link.  I want to thank former ECEC
Principal Dr. Paul Sullivan for his outstanding summary and editing skills in compiling this report.

I am happy to answer any questions the Committee may have.
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